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behavioural, transformative politics, 
and enlightened citizenship. 
Nayakara Veeresha 
Bengaluru

Pertinent Issue, Flawed Methods

Farmer vulnerability in developing 
nations is an important agenda item 

for science and policy. A recent paper by 
Tamma A Carleton titled “Crop-damag-
ing Temperatures Increase Suicide Rates 
in India” (Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences of the United States 
of America, 24 January 2017) cautions 
policy makers to invest in adaptation to 
the impacts of climate change. If not, 
Carleton suggests, global warming will 
be accompanied by increasing impacts of 
the harshest kind: suicides. She concludes 
that each 1°C increase in summer  tempe-
rature causes approximately 70 farmer 
suicides. While we applaud her effort to 
highlight farmers’ struggles to a global 
audience, her assumptions, methods, and 
conclusions are untenable. We caution 
policymakers against basing their deci-
sions on this problematic research.

Contrary to Carleton’s claims, suicide 
is an extensively studied phenomenon. 
We are surprised at how casually the 
author dismisses insights gained from 
qualitative studies when saying they 
“are anecdotal or qualitative, and none 
attempt to identify and synthesize quan-
titative relationships between climate, 
crops, and suicides.” It is more astonish-
ing that while the paper privileges quan-
titative methods as somehow superior, 
it also supports its fi ndings with the classic 
sociological work by Emile Durkheim, 
Suicide: A Study in Sociology (1951), 
which, on the contrary, uses qualitative 
analytics to show that suicide is a factor 
of erosion of rootedness in society and 
individualisation within the broader 
socio-economic system, and not, as the 
paper declares, caused by temperature. 
Durkheim argues: “the physical environ-
ment does not stimulate [suicide] directly; 
above all it has no effect on the progres-
sion of suicide. The latter depends on so-
cial conditions.” He would indeed have 
focused on values, social ties, cropping 
patterns, experiences, and obligations 

Micro-cure for Corruption

I am writing this in response to the arti-
cle, “Remedy Worse Than the Disease” 

(EPW, 25 November 2017) by Jaya prakash 
Narayan.

Narayan classifi es corruption under 
two broad categories, that is, collusive 
corruption and extortion bribery. The 
fi rst is systemic in the sense that it 
is institutionalised in the governance 
itself. The second has to do with the citi-
zens and local bureaucracy, and it is cul-
turally embedded. Collusive corruption 
corrodes the entire governance struc-
ture, whereas extortion bribery de-
stroys the ethical dimensions of the state 
in the delivery of basic services and pub-
lic goods. Seen from an institutional 
perspective, the fi rst type operates at 
macro levels (branches) and the second 
takes place at the micro (root) levels. The 
micro-level practices in day-to-day ad-
ministration have percolated and perme-
ated into macro-level institutions, mak-
ing the entire governance system unac-
countable and non-transparent. 

The author notes that in collusive 
corruption “both the bribe giver and 
corrupt public servant benefi t at the cost 
of exchequer and society … [Acts of coer-
cive bribery for service delivery] alienate 
ordinary citizens from our governance 
process and drive them to greater poverty 
and despair.” Both the types of corrup-
tion practices indicate the crisis of ethics 
in governance, including the lack of po-
litical morality in governing elites and of 
citizenship consciousness among bribe 
givers and bribe takers. 

I fi nd some problems with the conclu-
sions made by the author. It is quite 
surprising to note that there was no 
mention of the role of decentralised gov-
ernance in containing corrupt practices. 
Panchayats, despite all their shortcomings, 
offer great scope to decentralise public 
goods and services. Kerala is one such 
example, as rightly mentioned by the 
author himself. The pragmatic steps sug-
gested by the author offer solutions to 
curb corruption at the macro level in  
governing institutions. Right now, what 
is necessary is the rekindling of values 
in the local administration through 
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EPW Engage

The following article has been published in the past week in the EPW Engage section 
(www.epw.in/engage). 

(1) Transgender Bill: We Refuse to Be Subjects of Experiment for Those Who Do Not Understand Us
—Sayantan Datta

described by farmers. The variables in 
the study, although measurable and 
available, describe only a part of the 
causal picture. It is the underlying pre-
existing social conditions of vulnerabili-
ty that enable climate (or any other) 
stress to push farmers over the edge.

Adaptations should treat the multiple 
causes of vulnerability. By incorrectly 
drawing attention to weather, this paper 
occludes vulnerabilities and their causes, 
such as exploitation, exclusion, indebted-
ness, marginalisation, and inadequate 
access to safety nets. We emphasise that 
causality is on the ground, in the society 
and environments where farmers live 
and work. It is not merely in the sky, in 
rising temperature or unpredictable 
precipitation. Disregarding scholarship 
that demonstrates the role of socio-
structural relations in farmers’ ultimate 
damage to their lives, the paper non-
chalantly moves causality from society 
to climate. Of course, climate will cor-
relate with suicides since climate stress 
is a force that pushes the vulnerable 
over the edge. But, it occludes the multi-
ple treatable socio-structural factors 
that placed them on that vulnerable 
edge in the fi rst place. Correlation thus 
does not show causality. Here, it hides 
causality; hiding multiple other factors 
that push farmers to take their lives. 

Vulnerabilities are on the ground and 
can be reduced. The paper sends a 
dangerous message by placing cause in 
the sky, when cause and responsibility 
remain within the society. Viewing cli-
mate as key, cause limits the possible so-
lution sets. We make a plea for interdisci-
plinary scientifi c engagement, so that tan-
talising, though erroneous, results such 
as those presented in the paper are cor-
rected before being broadcast. 
Vijay Ramprasad, St Paul, 
Minnesota, US

Jesse Ribot, Champaign, 
Illinois, US 
Ashwini Chhatre
Hyderabad

Draconian Ordinance by J&K

The Peoples Union for Democratic 
Rights (PUDR) condemns the pro-

mulgation of the Jammu and Kashmir 
(J&K) Public Property (Prevention of 

Damage) (Amendment) Ordinance by  
N N Vohra, the Governor of J&K on 26 
October 2017. This ordinance criminalises 
anyone calling for a protest or demon-
stration, which leads to the damage of 
public property, with an imprisonment of 
two to fi ve years and a fi ne as high as the 
market value of the property damaged. 
The speed with which the state police 
have acted to give effect to this ordi-
nance is worrisome as already a fi rst 
information report has been registered 
on 23 November 2017 against “unk n o wn 
persons” for damaging public property 
(tree guards) in Parimpora, Srinagar.

This new ordinance has to be seen 
against the backdrop of the continuous 
militarisation and oppression of people 
in the valley by the Indian armed forces. 
Kashmir has been witnessing an internal 
armed confl ict since its accession to  India 
and the brutality of the same has been 
heightened with the killing of Burhan 
Wani in 2016. The onslaught on people 
with lethal weapons, including pellet 
guns, which maim people for life, has 
been the strategy employed by the state 
to curb opposition to their occupation. 
It is to be noted that people in confl ict 
zones already have limited power in their 
hands to hold the state liable for their 
wrongs, and pea ceful demonstrations 
 remain one of the ways to show solidari-
ty and angst aga inst the government’s 
measures and policies.

The doublespeak of the government 
is appalling, as on the one hand, it has 
withdrawn charges pressed against over 
4,900 youths for stone pelting that took 
place from 2008 to 2014. On the other, it 
comes up with this ordinance through 
the backdoor, which systematically sup-
presses alternative perspectives and 
punishes people for expressing their 
democratic right to dissent.

The new ordinance under the garb of 
protecting properties within the state 

narrows down the space available for re-
sistance as there already exist provisions 
that penalise mischief done to public 
property under the state’s criminal code, 
that is, the Ranbir Penal Code (Sections 
283, 425, 431, etc). Further, it expands 
the defi nition of property and includes 
within its ambit even private holdings 
(both movable and immovable) along 
with public property, and punishes not 
only the act of protest or demonstration 
and protest with fi re or explosive sub-
stance, but also anyone who abets the 
same via its Sections 4A and 4B.

Moreover, Section 4C provides the 
court to presume the accused as guilty 
and goes against the basic tenet of crimi-
nal jurisprudence, which is “innocent 
until proven guilty.” Section 5 makes 
grant of bail to the accused/convict de-
pendent on the public prosecutor’s sanc-
tion, when the criminal court follows 
“bail as a right, jail as an exception” rule.

This ordinance will allow the state 
 administration to pick up innocent men 
and charge them falsely for causing 
 mischief, and it will further become a 
 potential ground to commit torture  upon 
men and women.

With existing oppressive laws like the 
Public Safety Act and the National 
 Security Act, this ordinance will further 
provide grounds for abuse of law and 
will add to the woes of people while 
crushing their  aspirations and civil and 
human rights. 

The PUDR notes with concern the pat-
tern in the issuance of this ordinance by 
the state, which facilitates the govern-
ment to do away with the legislative pro-
cess and push in its agenda without any 
deliberation and debate in the assembly.

The PUDR demands the immediate 
withdrawal of this draconian ordinance.
Cijo Joy, Anushka Singh
Secretaries, PUDR
Delhi
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Contributors are requested to follow EPW's style 
sheet while preparing their articles. The style 
sheet is posted on EPW's website at 
http://www.epw.in/terms-policy/style-sheet.html. 
It will help immensely for faster processing and 
error-free editing if writers follow the recommended 
style sheet, especially with regard to citation and 
preparation of the bibliography.
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different version, we would appreciate a copy of 
this along with the submitted paper. 
• Graphs and charts need to be prepared 
in MS Office (Word/Excel) and not in jpeg or 
other formats. 
• Receipt of articles will be immediately 
acknowledged by email. 
• Every effort is taken to complete early processing 
of the papers we receive. However, we receive 70 
articles every week and adequate time has to be 
provided for internal reading and external refereeing. 
It can therefore take up to four months for a final 
decision on whether the paper for the Special Article 
section is accepted for publication. 

• Articles accepted for publication can take up to 
six to eight months from date of acceptance to 
appear in the EPW. Papers with immediate relevance 
for policy would be considered for early publication. 
Please note that this is a matter of editorial judgment. 

Commentary
EPW invites short contributions to the ‘Commentary’ 
section on topical social, economic and political 
developments. These should ideally be between 1,000 
and 2,500 words. 
A decision on Commentary-length articles will be 
communicated within 6-8 weeks, or earlier.

Keywords
Authors are requested to list six to eight keywords 
for their articles.

Book Reviews
EPW sends out books for review. It does not normally 
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are received are read with interest and unsolicited 
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Discussion
EPW encourages researchers to comment on 
articles published in EPW. Submissions should be 800 
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Letters
Readers of EPW are encouraged to comment 
(300 words) on published articles. 
All letters should have the writer’s full 
name and postal address.

Postscript
EPW welcomes submissions of 600-800 words on 
travel, literature, dance, music and films for 
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